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Region’s population
growth has slowed

By Jason Kane
The Winchester Star

Winchester — The local metropolitan area’s population topped 100,000 for the
first time last year, but growth has slowed significantly from its formerly
frenzied pace.

Researchers say the slowdown at the local and state level can be blamed on the
economy.

The latest figures from the University of Virginia’s Weldon Cooper Center for
Public Service show that the state’s average growth rate for the past two years
has dipped below 1 percent — down from a 1.2 percent annual rate between
2000 and 2005.

The center’s population estimates are the official figures for Virginia and are
used for revenue-sharing, funding allocations, planning, and budgeting.

The estimates are based on changes since 2000 in the housing stock, school
enroliment, births, exemptions claimed on state income tax returns, and driver's
licenses.

Despite the slowdown, Virginia’s population peaked at about 7.8 million in July
— an increase of 690,059 from the 2000 level.

That growth was reflected locally.

Winchester and Frederick and Clarke counties grew at a faster rate than the
state — which has experienced a 9.7 percent expansion since 2000.

The local jurisdictions are among 43 of the 134 jurisdictions throughout the state
to do so.

From 2000 to 2008, Winchester grew by 11.1 percent, Frederick County by 24.8
percent, and Clarke County by 14.9 percent.

The Winchester metropolitan area expanded to 100,096 people — up from
82,794 people in 2000.

The city grew by 2,624 people between 2000 and 2008, reaching a population of
26,209 last year.

Frederick County grew by 14,678. In 2000, the population stood at 59,209 and by
2008 it had reached 73,887.

Clarke County’s numbers grew by 1,882 in the same period. In 2000, the county
had a population of 12,652, and by 2008 it stood at 14,534.

The figures are “what you would expect” of the region, said Patrick Barker,
executive director of Winchester-Frederick County Economic Development
Commission.

“The economy here has always been outperforming the state in terms of
economic expansion,” he said. “A lot of it boils down to the economy being so
diverse and rich — with health care, retail, manufacturing, and government.”

Still, those figures pale in comparison to other regions of the state.
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