
 iii

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contents 
 
 
Tables ................................................................................................................................... v 
 
Introduction ........................................................................................................................ vii 
 
Section 
 1. Data on Virginia’s Local Government Tax Structure ........................................... 1 
 2. Year 2001 Legislative Changes Affecting Local Taxation .................................... 11 
 3.  Real Property Tax, 2001............................................................................................. 17 
 4. Real Property Tax Relief Plans and Housing Grants  
   for the Elderly and Disabled, 2001 ....................................................................... 37 
 5. Land Use Value Assessments for Agricultural, Horticultural,  
   Forestal and Open Space Real Estate, 2001 ......................................................... 67 
 6. Agricultural and Forestal Districts, 2001 ................................................................ 81 
 7. Property Tax Exemptions for Certain Rehabilitated Real Estate and 
   Other Exemptions, 2001 ......................................................................................... 95 
 8. Service Charges on Tax-Exempt Property, 2001.................................................... 103 
 9. Merchants’ Capital Taxes, 2001................................................................................ 107 
 10. Tangible Personal Property Tax, 2001..................................................................... 113 
 11. Machinery and Tools Property Tax, 2001............................................................... 249 
 12. Utility License Taxes, 2001........................................................................................ 279 
 13. Cable Television System Taxes, 2001 ...................................................................... 287 
 14. Utility Consumers’ Taxes, 2001................................................................................ 295 
 15. 911 Emergency Telephone System Tax, 2001......................................................... 337 
 16. Business, Professional, and Occupational License Taxes, 2001........................... 343 
 17. Motor Vehicle License Taxes, 2001.......................................................................... 371 
 18. Excise Taxes on Meals, Transient Occupancy, Cigarettes, Tobacco, 
   Admissions, and Motor Fuels, 2001 ..................................................................... 385 
 19. Taxes on Natural Resources, 2001 ........................................................................... 397 
 20. Legal Document Taxes, 2001 .................................................................................... 401 
 21. Miscellaneous Taxes, 2001 ........................................................................................ 407 
 22. Refuse and Recycling Collection Charges, 2001.................................................... 411 
 23. Water and Sewer Connection Fees, 2001 ................................................................ 437 
 24. Impact Fees, 2001 ....................................................................................................... 447 
 



 iv

 

Contents (continued) 
 
  
 25. Tourism Promotion Funding, 2001 ......................................................................... 449 
 26. Public Rights-Of-Way User Fees, 2001.................................................................... 455 
 27. Miscellaneous Fees, 2001........................................................................................... 459 
 
Appendixes 
 A. Facsimile of Survey Questionnaire.......................................................................... 465 
 B. List of Respondents and Non-Respondents  
   to 2001 Tax Rates Questionnaire........................................................................... 487 
 



 v

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tables 
 
 
Tables 
 1.1 Local Government Percentage Distribution of Tax Revenue, FY 2000 ........... 5 
 1.2 City Government Percentage Distribution of Tax Revenue, FY 2000 ............. 6 
 1.3 County Government Percentage Distribution of Tax Revenue, FY 2000........ 7 
 1.4 Town Government Percentage Distribution of Tax Revenue, FY 2000 .......... 8 

1.5 Growth of Virginia Local Government Tax Revenue by  
   Major Source, 1989-2000...................................................................................... 9 

 3.1 Real Property Tax, 2001.......................................................................................... 21 
 3.2 Real Property Effective True Tax Rate, 1999....................................................... 31 
 4.1 Real Property Owner Tax Relief Plans for the Elderly 
   and Disabled, 2001 ............................................................................................... 39 
 4.2 Summary of Real Property Renter Tax Relief Plans and Housing 
   Grants for the Elderly and Disabled, 2001........................................................ 66 
 5.1 Land Use Value Assessments for Agricultural, Horticultural, 
   Forestal, and Open Space Real Estate, 2001 ..................................................... 72 
 6.1 Agricultural and Forestal Districts, 2001 ............................................................. 83 
 7.1 Property Tax Exemptions for Certain Rehabilitated Real Estate, 2001 ........... 97 
 7.2 Property Tax Exemptions for Pollution Control, Solar Energy and 
   Energy Conservation Equipment, 2001 ............................................................ 101 
 8.1 Service Charges on Tax-Exempt Property, 2001................................................. 105 
 9.1 Merchants' Capital Tax, 2001................................................................................. 109 
 10.1 Tangible Personal Property Tax for Automobiles and Trucks of Less 
   Than Two Tons, 2001........................................................................................... 118 
 10.2 Tangible Personal Property Tax Rates for Large Trucks Two Tons 
   and Over, 2001...................................................................................................... 129 
10.3 Tangible Personal Property Tax on Motor Vehicles, Payment and 

Assessment Schedules, 2001.............................................................................. 161 
 10.4 Taxes on Personal Property Other Than Motor Vehicles, 2001........................ 170 
 11.1 Machinery and Tools Property Tax, 2001............................................................ 251 
 12.1 Utility License Taxes, 2001..................................................................................... 280 
 13.1 Cable Television System Taxes, 2001 ................................................................... 288 



 vi

  
Tables (continued) 
 
  
 14.1 Utility Consumers' Taxes on Electricity, Telephone, Gas, and 
   Water, 2001............................................................................................................ 297 
 15.1 911 Emergency Telephone System Tax, 2001...................................................... 338 
  16.1 BPOL Due Dates and Other Provisions, 2001..................................................... 346 
 16.2 Specific BPOL Classification Fees and Tax Rates, 2001 ..................................... 354 
16.3 Taxes and Fees on Peddlers and Itinerant Merchants, 2001........... .................. 363 
17.1 Motor Vehicle License Taxes, 2001....................................................................... 373 

 18.1 Restaurant, Transient Occupancy, Cigarette, Admissions, 
   and Motor Vehicle Fuel Excise Taxes, 2001...................................................... 389 
 19.1 Natural Resource Taxes, 2001 ............................................................................... 399 
 20.1 Legal Document Taxes, 2001 ................................................................................. 402 
 21.1 Miscellaneous Taxes, 2001 ..................................................................................... 408 
 22.1 Refuse Collection Charges, 2001........................................................................... 413 
 22.2 Recycling Collection Charges, 2001...................................................................... 429 
 22.3 Miscellaneous Refuse Collections Fees, 2001...................................................... 435 
 23.1 Water and Sewer Connection Fees, 2001 ............................................................. 438 
 24.1 Impact Fees, 2001 .................................................................................................... 448 
 25.1 Tourism Promotion Funding, 2001 ...................................................................... 450 
 26.1 Public Rights-of-Way User Fees, 2001.................................................................. 456 
 27.1 Miscellaneous Fees, 2001........................................................................................ 460 
 




