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ShenanArts To Have 'Annie' Auditions

VERONA — ShenanArts is auditioning potential cast members for its August production of "Annie" this
weekend.

Auditions will be 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. and 5-9 p.m.
Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday, all at the
Stage4 Theatre. Once potential cast members'
auditions are over, they are free to leave.

People should prepare a musical theater-style
song and be prepared to move. Singing can be a
capella, use karaoke-style backing tracks as long
as they don't have lead vocals or with the actor's
own accompaniment. There will be a keyboard
available.

Show dates for the production are Aug. 7 to 9 and
14 to 16.

For more information, visit www.shenanarts.org or
call 220-1449.

State Has Growing Elderly Population

CHARLOTTESVILLE — Virginia's aging population will present many challenges, particularly because of a
diversity of health and economic needs. But an increase in the ranks of the elderly also offers great
potential for improving community life, according to an analysis in the Virginia News Letter, published by the
University of Virginia's Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service.

Rural communities in particular will face challenges because of generally higher rates of poverty and
difficulty in providing adequate services, according to Qian Cai, the center's demographics director, who
authored the analysis.

State and local policymakers should strongly consider targeting resources to elderly populations in greatest
need, she said. Foremost in need now and in the near future are elderly women, who are more likely to be
poor and to live alone.

By 2030, the number of Virginians ages 65 and older are expected to double, from 900,000 to 1.8 million,
and boost their percentage of the overall population from 12 percent to 19 percent, according to the study,
"Virginia's Diverse and Growing Older Population."
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An aging population is not necessarily a liability, Cai emphasized. Many whom demographers are calling the
"young-old" — those between the ages of 65 and 84 — might stay active in the workforce and compensate
for a decrease in the proportion of younger Virginians in coming years, she said.

— Staff Reports
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